
                   
   
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Christian Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of New England of the Orthodox Church in America 

Fr. John Hopko, Pastor    Protodeacon Paul Nimchek 

860.582.3631    email: terryvilleorthodoxchurch@gmail.com 
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SUNDAY, February 2, 2020                          +                          The 33rd Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 8 

Schedule of Services 
 

2/2 Sunday – 33rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Feast of the Meeting of the Lord  
in the Temple 
9:15 AM – Divine Liturgy 
Followed by a Special, Very Brief, One-Issue, 
General Meeting of the Terryville Parish 

 

2/3 Monday  
7:00 PM – February Monthly Meeting  
of the Terryville Parish Council   

 

2/5 Wednesday  
8:00 AM – Matins (Morning Prayers)  

  

2/8 Saturday  
9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon: Spring (Late Winter!) 
Cleaning of the Church 

6:00 PM – Vigil 
Followed by Choir Rehearsal 

 

2/9 Sunday – 34th Sunday after Pentecost 
Leave-taking of the Feast of the Meeting of 
the Lord in the Temple 
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee 
9:15 AM – Divine Liturgy 

 

2/12 Wednesday  
8:00 AM – Matins (Morning Prayers)  

  

2/15 Saturday  
9:45 AM – Crosby/Hopko Wedding Rehearsal 

6:00 PM – Vigil 
 

2/16 Sunday  
Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
9:15 – Divine Liturgy 

2:00 PM – The Wedding of Lucy Hopko  
and David Crosby 

 

2/19 Wednesday  
NO Matins (Morning Prayers)  

  

2/22 Saturday  
 Pre-Lenten Memorial Saturday 

5:30 PM – General Memorial Service 
remembering all the Faithful Departed 

6:00 PM – Vigil 
Followed by the Monthly Rite  
of General Confession 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
The 33rd Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 8 

The Feast of the Meeting of  

the Lord in the Temple 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTES FROM FR. JOHN: Great Lent Begins in A Month’s Time 

Great Lent begins this year in a month’s time, on Monday, March 2. We begin 

our journey to Lent today, Zacchaeus Sunday, when we hear the account, from 

Saint Luke’s Gospel, of Jesus’s encounter with the tax collector Zacchaeus. 

Zacchaeus encounters Christ, and through that encounter is led to repentance. 

In the presence of Christ, Zacchaeus feels sorrow for his sin. Then Zacchaeus 

returns to God, seeking to do penance and to be forgiven.  

In the Bible generally, as in the story of Zacchaeus specifically, repentance is 

most often represented as having two aspects, sorrow and return.   

The first aspect is sorrow. Repentance includes feeling and being truly sorry that 

we have sinned. Often this sorrow is accompanied by tears.  

The second aspect is return. When we repent we return to God, just as the 

Prodigal Son returns to the Father’s House in the parable told by our Lord. (We 

will hear that parable on Sunday, February 16.) This desire to return to God is 

often driven by the sorrow we feel for our sins, and the strong desire to be 

forgiven, by the Forgiver of Sins, our Merciful God.  

The first three psalms—Psalms 6, 37(38), and 62(63)—of the six psalms read 

every morning at Matins, the morning service of the Church, are psalms of 

repentance. In the words of these psalms we both express sorrow for our sin and 

seek to return to God. Here are four verses from those psalms that show this: 

Psalm 37(38), verse 3 – “[There is no] health in my bones because of my sin.” 

Psalm 37(38), verse 22 – “Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation!” 

Psalm 62(63), verse 1 – “O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; my 

soul thirsts for You…” 

Psalm 62(63), verse 3 – “Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my 

lips shall praise You.” 

Brothers and Sisters, may we use this time of pre-Lent and Great Lent, our 

eleven-week-long journey to Holy Pascha, to experience sorrow for our sins 

and, then, the joy that comes in and from our return to God. God receives us. 

God forgives us. We need only to repent—to repent with sincerity, discipline, 

and strong effort. May the merciful Lord God guide us and help us along the 

way of repentance, the way that leads to life.  

With love in Christ, Fr. John H.  

mailto:saintcyril@snet.net
http://www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TerryvilleOrthodoxChurch


PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for all victims of disaster, difficulty and 

senseless violence throughout the world. 

+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE:  Memory Eternal! 

Newly Departed 
Despina—a woman for whom we have been asked to pray     d. 1/30/2020 
Steven—Barbara Simard’s son        d. 1/24/2020 
Mat. Elizabeth Bacon—Fr. John Bacon’s wife      d. 1/15/2020 
James (“Jim”)—an acquaintance of Fr. John’s       d. 1/4/2020 
William “Bill” Balamaci—an active Orthodox Christian here in CT     d. 12/30/19 
Mat. Slavica—the priest’s wife in Natalie W.’s home parish     d. 12/15/19 

Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!   
Zachary Lyga 2/2/1954 
John Sarofin 2/3/1999 
John Stashenko 2/5/1949 
Julia Wazorko 2/5/1960 
Nadejda Markovich 2/5/1965 
Evheny Mattson 2/6/1952 
Paul Preslopsky 2/6/1987 
Francis Biscoe 2/8/1978 
Mary Abbotts 2/8/1998 

THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP 

Persons captive and suffering for the Faith 
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria 

Those who are sick and suffering 
Archpriest John B.—recovering from severely broken ankle 
Priest Patrick B.—recovering from appendectomy 
Fyodor (Frank) Guba—increasing sufferings from Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 
Dolores Twombly—permanent colon malfunction following colon cancer treatment 

child Drew—grandson of friends of the Nimcheks; ongoing treatment for eye cancer 

Alex—John Dubnansky’s brother, suffering permanent effects of stroke 
Darlyne—facing health challenges; daughter of Bob and Vera Martin 
Donna—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease 
Dayrl—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease 
JoAnn—acquaintance of Jeanne Moore; ovarian cancer 
MaryEllen—Louine King’s daughter-in-law; suffering with Huntington’s Disease 
Maria Oraschewsky—now requires dialysis three times a week 

Mark—friend of Frank Guba; battling non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
Michael—friend of Frank Guba; rehabbing after bilateral lung transplant 
Yelena “Lenna” Massicotte—facing serious health challenges at this time 
Katie and Aubrey—a mother and daughter for whom we have been asked to pray 
Tanya Beach—suffering long-term and lingering effects of brain hemorrhage 
Helen—friend of Anna Marie Boruch; suffering in illness 
Eleanor—Rdr. Joseph Boruch’s mother; increasing health challenges 
Mark—a profound diabetic for whom we have been asked to pray  
Heather—an acquaintance of C. Palleria; battling significant health challenges 
Crystal—Heather’s twin sister; similar health challenges as Heather’s 
Mary Lynn—friend of Donna Osuch; battling breast cancer 
Anna—friend of Patty Nimchek; has requested our prayers 
Mary—relative of Mike Liverman; requesting prayers for health 
Simone—relative of Mike Liverman; requesting prayers for health 
Anna Szepel—recently increasingly unwell; please keep Anna in your prayers 
Barbara—friend of Patty Nimchek; unwell and in need of prayerful support 
Natalie W.—our fellow parishioner, recovering from surgery 

Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities 
Robert (Bob)—Patty Nimchek’s brother 

Expectant Mothers 
Amanda and the child to be born of her—Amanda is an acquaintance of C. Palleria 

Marina and the child to be born of her—Marina is one of Fr. John’s many nieces 

Maryna and the child to be born of her—Maryna & Amar are expecting a child in May 

Travelers, Those Soon to be Traveling, and Those Apart from Us 
Laura Koski—traveling abroad for several weeks 
John “Jack” Kriniske—presently away in Florida, soon to be traveling abroad 

Those from among us serving on active duty in the Armed Forces 
Joel Orelup—U.S. Navy; hospital corpsman (“medic”)  
Joseph Bellmay—a Terryville neighbor; U.S. Marine Corps 
Joshua Pcsolyar—fiancé of a niece of Fr. John’s; U.S. Army pilot 
Alexander—relative of C. Palleria’s; 82nd Airborne Division soldier deployed in Iraq 

Anniversaries of Marriage 
NONE THIS WEEK 

Birthdays  
Patricia Ann “Patty” Nimchek 2/3 
Julia Massicotte—Lenna’s daughter 2/4 
Protodeacon Paul Nimchek 2/7 
Lucy Hopko 2/8

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Special, Very Brief, One-Issue, General Parish Meeting, Sunday, February 2 

THIS SUNDAY – A Special, Very Brief, One-Issue, General Parish Meeting  

This weekend, on Sunday, February 2, immediately after the conclusion of the Sunday morning 

Divine Liturgy, there will be a special, very brief, one-issue, General Meeting of the entire 

membership of the Terryville Parish. The purpose of this meeting, the only agenda item, will be to 

authorize the cost of the replacement of the elderly gas boiler (“furnace”) in the Parish House.  

The Parish Council has discussed this matter, and is proposing that we accept a bid from our HVAC 

contractor, Pelletier Mechanical Services, LLC, of Thomaston, CT, in the amount of $7752.00 to 

replace the existing unit with a Slant Fin Model S150 Chimney Vent Cast Iron Gas Boiler. On 

account of the amount of the expenditure proposed, which is above and beyond what the Parish 

Council can expend on its own, this matter is being brought to the full parish, as required by our 

parish bylaws.  

2019 Statements of Giving: This past week the 2019 Statements of Giving, detailing donations made 
to the parish in 2019, were distributed via USPS. Please, watch for those statements and, when they arrive, 
check them for accuracy. If you have any questions or concerns, please, see Fr. John together with Melanie 
Osuch, our Financial Secretary. Thank you.  



News and Notes 
Funeral Arrangements for Steven Eazarsky, newly departed:  As announced last week in the bulletin 

supplement, Steven Eazarsky, son of Waterbury parishioner Barbara Simard, departed this life on Friday, January 

24, after suffering a sudden and acute health crisis. Steven, a young man in his early 40s, had been struggling with 

serious illness over the last several months, but had been, it seemed, making progress in that struggle. Funeral 

arrangements for Steven are now being finalized, and his funeral will likely take place at the end of this coming week 

on Friday evening and Saturday morning, from Hickox Funeral Home in Watertown. Once those arrangements have 

been publicly announced, we will share them via email, just as we previously shared the news of Steven’s passing. 

You may also visit the Hickox Funeral Home website (https://www.hickcoxfuneralhome.com/), where Steven’s 

obituary should soon be posted. May God grant Steven rest eternal in blessed repose, and may God, also, console all 

those who mourn Steven’s loss, especially his mother Barbara and sister Jennifer. Memory Eternal!  

Choir Rehearsals, February 1 and February 8: In preparation for upcoming events—including the wedding of 

David Crosby and Lucy Hopko—the Parish Choir will have rehearsals after the conclusion of the evening worship 

services on Saturdays, February 1 and February 8.  

Terryville Parish Council Meeting, Monday, February 3, 7:00 PM: The Terryville Parish Council will have their 

February monthly meeting on Monday evening, February 3, beginning at 7:00 PM. We remind all members of the 

Parish that the monthly Parish Council meetings are “open” meetings that any member of the parish can attend, if 

they so desire. The privileges of making resolutions and voting are, of course, restricted to duly elected members of 

the Council, but all other parishioners may participate in the business being discussed and may ask for items to be 

added to the agenda. We do request that any “big” pieces of business for the Parish Council agenda be submitted in 

advance to Fr. John and Paul Senetcen, our Lay President.  

Parish “Spring” (Winter!) Cleaning, Saturday morning, February 8: We will have a Church “Spring” Cleaning 

Session on Saturday morning, February 8, beginning at 9:00 AM. Please note this occasion in your calendar and plan 

to participate. Many hands make the work quick and easy! (We are scheduling this day for a little earlier in the year 

than usual, well before spring, taking into account the upcoming Crosby/Hopko wedding. Thank you for your 

understanding.)  

A Parish Wedding, Sunday, February 16: David Crosby and Lucy Hopko will be married here in our Parish on 

Sunday afternoon, February 16. We congratulate Lucy and David, and pray that they will enjoy many, many blessed 

and fruitful years together. May God richly bless them, so that, in turn, they may meet the needs of others. Many 

Years!  

Meat-Fare Sunday Charitable AND Celebratory Brunch, February 23: On Sunday, February 23, following the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, we will have a Meat-fare Sunday Charitable Brunch, hosted by Paul Senetcen and 

Friends. (This event has now become a welcome and well-established annual happening in our parish.) All proceeds 

from this year’s Brunch will, once again, benefit the Plymouth Community Food Pantry. Also, that morning, we will 

have a chance to congratulate Lucy Hopko (by then, God-willing, Mrs. Lucy Crosby) and David Crosby, and 

continue to celebrate with them the occasion of their marriage, which will have taken place a week earlier, on 

February 16.  

Online Donations to the Parish:  A PayPal Donation “button” is located on our parish website to make online 

donations possible. Our parish is registered as a charity with PayPal, so we have slightly lower fees connected to the 

use of that means of receiving donations. For us, PayPal’s fees are 2.2% + $0.30 per transaction and no monthly fee. 

(So, for example, a donation of $100.00 given via PayPal will realize us actual income of $97.50.) 

Weather Related Cancellations: If we need to cancel parish services and/or other events due to bad weather, those 

announcements will appear on NBC Connecticut Television and on the NBC Connecticut Internet web-site. We will, 

also, send out an email to the Parish email group and post an announcement on the Parish website.  Finally, you can 

always call the Parish House (860-582-3631) for further information. (NOTE: If you need to have your email address 

added to the Parish email group, please contact Fr. John.)  

https://www.hickcoxfuneralhome.com/


R e a d i n g s  f r o m  H o l y  S c r i p t u r e  

Scripture Readings for the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, February 2* 

The Reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews (Heb. 7:7-17) 

Brothers and Sisters: It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior.  Here tithes are received by mortal men; there, 
by one of whom it is testified that he lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for 
he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical 
priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order 
of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a 
change in the law as well. For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served 
at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about 
priests. This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not 
according to a legal requirement concerning bodily descent but by the power of an indestructible life. For it is witnessed of him, "Thou 
art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek."   

The Reading from the Gospel according to Saint Luke (Lk. 2:22-40) 

At that time, when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord  (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons." Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
And inspired by the Spirit he came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to thy people Israel." And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against 
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed." And there was a prophetess, 
Anna, the daughter of Phanu-el, of the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years from her 
virginity, and as a widow till she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 
And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke of him to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
And when they had performed everything according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And 
the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.   

Scripture Readings for the Sunday of Zacchaeus, this year, Sunday, February 2* 

The Reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to Timothy (1 Tim. 4: 9-15) 

My Son Timothy:  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set 
on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one despise 
your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, attend to the public reading 
of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophetic utterance when the council 
of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these duties; devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Take heed to 
yourself and to your teaching; hold to that, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.   

The Reading from the Gospel according to Saint Luke (Lk. 19:1-10) 

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, 
and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today." So he made haste and came down, 
and received him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of 
anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost."   

---------------------- 
*This year we have an interesting combination of liturgical commemorations on Sunday, February 2, 2020. Each and every year February 2 is the date (40 days after 
Christmas) when we celebrate the Feast of the Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple, commemorating the occasion when Jesus was presented in the Temple at Jerusalem 
as a child and greeted there by the Holy Elder Simeon and the Holy Prophetess Anna. That event is detailed in an early section of the Gospel of Luke. This year Sunday, 
February 2, is also the Sunday of Zacchaeus, when we hear the reading the Gospel of Luke regarding the repentance of the tax collector Zacchaeus. The Sunday of 
Zacchaeus always occurs eleven week before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha. 


