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SUNDAY, February 25, 2018

First Sunday in Great Lent

Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Christian Church
A Parish of the Diocese of New England of the Orthodox Church in America

Fr. John Hopko, Pastor  Protodeacon Paul Nimchek
860.582.3631  email: terryvilleorthodoxchurch@gmail.com
www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org  www.facebook.com/TerryvilleOrthodoxChurch

Sunday, February 25, 2018
 The 1st Sunday in Great Lent – Tone 5

Schedule of Services
2/24

Saturday
6:00 PM – Vigil, followed by Choir Rehearsal

2/25

Sunday—1st Sunday of Great Lent

Sunday of Orthodoxy

 The Sunday of Orthodoxy: The Annual
Commemoration of the Restoration of the Holy
Icons to the Church in the year 843 A.D.


Commemoration of St. Tarasius, Abp. of Constantinople

9:15 AM – Divine Liturgy
4:00 PM – Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers
Hosted by St. Dimitrie Church, Easton, CT
2/28

Wednesday
6:15 PM – Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified
Gifts, followed by a Lenten “Bring-and-Share”
Supper

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Friday

In the Waterbury Parish!

6:15 PM – Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified
Gifts, followed by a Lenten Supper hosted by
members of the Waterbury Parish. Fr. John H.
will preside at Liturgy.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Saturday
5:30 PM – Memorial Service in memory of
Donna Kriniske, Emery Wegh and Roland
Oraschewsky
6:00 PM – Vigil, followed by Choir Rehearsal
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Sunday—2nd Sunday of Great Lent

Sunday of Saint Gregory Palamas
9:15 AM – Divine Liturgy

4:00 PM – Lenten Mission Vespers, Saints
Cyril and Methodius Church, Terryville, CT
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Monday
7:00 PM – Parish Council Meeting
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Wednesday
6:15 PM – Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified
Gifts, followed by a Lenten “Bring-and-Share”
Supper

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3/8

Thursday

In the Waterbury Parish!
6:15 PM – Lenten Vespers
--Fr. John H., presiding

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veneration: Honor, Love, Respect and Reverence
We use the word “veneration” quite often in the Church. In the Church,
veneration is a way of showing honor, love, respect and reverence to and for
that which is holy. Veneration is different from worship. To worship something is
to give one’s self completely over to it.
Christians worship God alone. We only give ourselves completely and totally
to God. We worship no other person or thing. We do, however, venerate that
which God has made holy. By venerating that which is holy, we are showing
deep appreciation for what God has done. Veneration is an important part of
Orthodox Christian worship, for when we engage in veneration we are honoring
and revering holiness, which is a great gift of God. In this way, veneration of the
holy becomes a means of worshiping God—He who alone is worshipped.
One form of veneration is the kiss. In the Orthodox Church we show
reverence by kissing holy objects, including the holy icons which depict Our Lord,
His Mother, and the Saints. We also kiss one another when we exchange the
“Kiss of Peace,” honoring each other. Through this act of veneration we are
acknowledging that each and every person is a creature made by God and, thus,
is meant to be holy.
Another form of veneration is the bow. We bow in various ways, sometimes
prostrating ourselves all the way down to the ground, sometimes bending down
to touch the ground, sometimes just bending our necks and gently inclining our
heads downward. These bows are also ways of showing love and respect.
It should be noted at this point that when we venerate the holy icons by
kissing them and bowing down before them, we are not directing our veneration
to the icon itself as a material object crafted from wood and paint, etc. Rather,
our reverence is directed to the person depicted in the icon. This is true even
when a very particular icon, perhaps an icon that has been identified as “wonderworking” or otherwise remarkable, is venerated. Our veneration is always
directed towards that which is truly holy—holy because of its connection and
relationship to our God, whom we uniquely worship.

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Please pray for all victims of disaster, difficulty and
senseless violence throughout the world.
+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE: Memory Eternal!
Newly Departed
Matushka Barbara Kucynda
d. 2/16/18
Mildred Stack—parishioner in Waterbury Parish
d. 2/16/18
Mark—co-worker of M. Hopko
d. 2/7/18
William Stanescki—parishioner in the Waterbury Parish
d. 1/27/18
Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!
Emelian Mozelak
2/26/1939
Alexander Oneperko
2/26/1970
Fannie Serduk
2/27/1976
Anna Hricenik
2/27/1988
Vasili Biscoe
3/1/1951
Roland Oraschewsky
3/1/2017
Symeon Papko
3/2/1944
Mary Greziuk
3/2/1956
Lillian Hasko
3/2/2008
Anton Honcharuk
3/3/1974
Donna Marie Kriniske
3/3/2014
Emery Michael Wegh
3/3/2015
THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP
Persons captive and suffering for the Faith
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria
Those who are sick and suffering
Fyodor (Frank) Guba—increasing sufferings from Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
Dolores Twombly—permanent colon malfunction following colon cancer treatment
Karen—Mary Fomenko’s niece; unwell and in need of prayers
child Drew—grandson of friends of the Nimcheks; ongoing treatment for eye cancer
child Matthew—son of friends of M. Osuch; genetic disorder with medical complications
child Ava—young daughter of friends of Melanie Osuch; suffering seizures
Alexander—acquaintance of M. Osuch; suffering and in need of God’s mercy and help
Michele—very close friend of M. Osuch; troubled and in need of God’s mercy and help
Anna Osuch—suffering in ill health
Jadwiga [“Yahd-vee-gah”]—mother of an acquaintance of E. Watras; cancer
Steven Belonick—Cynthia Belonick’s father; unwell
Archpriest Steven Belonick—Cynthia Belonick’s brother; chronic illness
Phyllis George—Donna Kriniske’s cousin; battling breast cancer
Alex—John Dubnansky’s brother, suffering permanent effects of stroke
Darlyne—facing health challenges; daughter of Bob and Vera Martin
Gregory Shesko—long-time laborer in the Diocese of New England; lung cancer
child Asa—great-grandson of friend of E. Watras; child with developmental challenges

Barbara—Arlene Osuch’s sister; epilepsy with complications
Anatoli—a friend of Tania Bouteneff; diagnosed with colon cancer
Galina—wife of above-mentioned Anatoli
William “Bill” Markovich—recently unwell
Samantha—extremely ill child for whom we have been asked to pray
Eugene—Tania Bouteneff’s uncle; battling cancer
Donna—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease
Dayrl—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease
JoAnn—acquaintance of Jeanne Moore; ovarian cancer
MaryEllen—Louine King’s daughter-in-law; declining due to Huntington’s Disease
Zachary—nephew of acquaintances of Nimcheks; recent double lung transplant
George Klachany—our fellow parishioner; still in need of prayers for health
Virginia (“Gina”)—Elena Watras’ sister; unwell and in need of prayers
Dawn—friend of Joan Markovich; Stage Four lung cancer
Vera Bouteneff—Tania Bouteneff’s mother; presently unwell
Galina—Svetlana Shorey’s sister-in-law; suffering with cancer
Barbara Sovyrda—Mark Sovyrda’s former wife; health challenges
Joan Spencer—has asked for our prayers
Bachloan—friend of Jeanne Moore; recent open heart surgery
Sophie (Sonia) Ozerov—Fr. John’s great-aunt; broken pelvis
Jerry Grasso—Jayne Grasso’s husband; unwell and in need of prayers
Mark Sovyrda—Ann’s son; suffering severely with chronic and acute back pain
Michael—nephew of Joan Markovich; in need of prayerful support
Michael Liverman—Waterbury Parish member; recently unwell
Steve Panasuk—our fellow parishioner; quite unwell at this time
Annalee Wenslow—Beverly Kuzmich’s sister; unwell recently
Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities
Eva Kopcha—at Sheriden Woods in Bristol
Sonya Petroff—at Sheriden Woods in Bristol
Irene Kiehart—Jayne Grasso’s mother; now resident in Connecticut
Mary Fomenko
Expectant Mothers and the Children to be born of them
Abigail and the twins she is carrying—M. and K. Orelup’s daughter and grandchildren
Matushka Brenda (Barbara) and the child to be born of her
Those from among us serving in the Armed Forces
Joel Orelup—U.S. Navy, hospital corpsman (“medic”) serving with the Marines
[NOTE: Joel is now serving on a six-month-long deployment overseas]
Joseph Bellmay—a Terryville neighbor; U.S. Marine Corps
Travelers, those soon to be traveling, and those away from us
Douglas Henrick—O. Petroff’s great-grandson; in China until spring 2018
Peter and Chezelle Serev
John “Jack” Kriniske
Mark Orelup
Birthdays
Doris Pohlod
2/26/26
Jayne Grasso
3/3/55

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lenten Mission Vespers, Sunday, March 4, 4:00 PM

We are the hosts!
On Sunday, March 4, our parish is taking its turn to host one of the Lenten Mission Services in the
Connecticut Deanery. Clergy and Faithful from other Orthodox parishes in our area will be joining
us that afternoon beginning at 4:00 PM for Vespers in the Church, followed by Christian fellowship
at a Lenten “Soup, Bread and Desserts” Reception in our Church Basement Social Hall. There is a
sign-up list posted in the Social Hall now, asking for contributions to that event. Thank you, in
advance, for your help with and participation in this event! Please: Be present to greet and host
our guests!

News and Notes
Lenten Confessions – Make your appointment now! Each and every Christian should participate in the saving
Sacrament of Holy Confession during the Lenten season, as part of his or her own “Lenten journey.” Please contact Fr.
John now to make your Confession appointment, even if you want your appointment to take place later on during Lent.
Please make your Lenten confession before the end of Great Lent, that is, by Friday, March 31. By the time we reach
Holy Week and Pascha, every member of the Parish should (must!) have participated in the Sacrament of Confession in
the Lenten season.
2018 Terryville/Plymouth Lenten Luncheons on Tuesdays at Noon during Great Lent: This year the Clergy Association
of Terryville/Plymouth is again sponsoring a series of “Lenten Luncheons.” The Luncheons are taking place at 12:00 Noon on
Tuesdays over the course of the weeks of Great Lent. The suggested donation for the Luncheons is $5.00 apiece and participants
are also encouraged to bring donations for the Plymouth Community Food Pantry. At each Luncheon, the host community will
provide a short informational or devotional program. The remaining schedule of Luncheons is as follows:





Tuesday, February 27: Plymouth Congregational Church
Tuesday, March 6: Saint Maximilian Kolbe Roman Catholic Parish (at the Lyceum)
Tuesday, March 13: Terryville Congregational Church
Tuesday, March 20: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

CT Deanery Lenten Mission Services: During Great Lent this year we will again have Sunday afternoon/evening Lenten
Mission services here in the Connecticut Deanery of the Diocese of New England. The schedule is:







Sunday, February 25, the Sunday of Orthodoxy: Vespers, St. Dimitrie Church, Easton, CT, at 4:00 PM.
Sunday, March 4, the Second Sunday of Great Lent: Vespers, Saints Cyril and Methodius Church, Terryville, at 4:00 PM.
Sunday, March 11, the Third Sunday of Lent: Vespers, St. John the Baptist Church, Mill Hill, Bridgeport, CT, at 4:00 PM.
Sunday, March 18, the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent: Vespers, Holy Trinity Church, New Britain, CT, at 4:00 PM.
Sunday, March 25, the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent: Unction Service, Three Saints Orthodox Church, Ansonia, CT, at 4:00 PM
Sunday, April 1, Palm Sunday: Bridegroom Matins, All Saints Church, Hartford, CT, at 4:00 PM.

All invited! March Meeting of the Parish Council, Monday, March 5: The March Meeting of the Parish Council, taking
place beginning at 7:00 PM on Monday evening, March 5, will be a special, one-topic meeting, open to all members of the
parish. The topic will be, once again, the issue of Church Growth and Development. We have met before about this topic, and
even made certain tentative initiatives in its pursuit. Now, we want to address this issue again, looking at other directions in
which we might proceed. Please, participate in this meeting!
Another Lenten Retreat! Saturday, March 10, Salisbury, CT: On Saturday, March 10, there will be a Lenten Retreat at All
Saints of America Orthodox Church, 313 Twin Lakes Road, Salisbury, CT, 06068, entitled “Broken in the World and Made
Whole in Christ.” The presenter will be Fr. Alexander Rentel, a professor at Saint Vladimir’s Seminary. The retreat will begin
with registration and pre-retreat fellowship at 12:30 PM, and end with Vespers at 5:00 PM. Light refreshments will be served,
but no meals. This is a FREE retreat, but pre-registration is required. To pre-register you may send an email to
mevelyn@snet.net or telephone 860.824.1340.
Presentation about Hospital Chaplaincy: On Sunday, March 11, during or just after the Coffee Social Hour, our fellow
parishioner, Tatiana Bouteneff, will be giving a presentation about her work as a hospital chaplain. Tania is a hospital chaplain
at Hartford Hospital. She was formally commissioned as a hospital chaplain by the Orthodox Church in America in 2015. Tania
will be sharing with us about her journey to chaplaincy, what the role of a hospital chaplain is and is not, and about what she
has experienced and learned being an Orthodox Christian working as a chaplain in a setting where most of those to whom she
is ministering are not Orthodox Christians. (For further information about institutional chaplaincy in the Orthodox Church in
America please see this link: https://oca.org/about/boards-offices-commissions/institutional-chaplaincies.)
Parish Spring Cleaning, Saturday morning, March 17, 9:00 AM: We will have our annual Church Spring Cleaning Session
on Saturday morning, March 17, beginning at 9:00 AM. Please note this occasion in your calendar and plan to participate.
Many hands make the work quick and easy! Thank you!
Weather Related Cancellations: If we need to cancel parish services and/or other events due to bad weather, those
announcements will appear on NBC Connecticut Television and on the NBC Connecticut Internet web-site. Also, you can
always call the Parish House (860-582-3631) for further information.

Readings from Holy Scripture
Scripture Readings for the 1st Sunday of Great Lent, which is also called the Sunday of Orthodoxy
The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews (Heb. 11:24-26, 11:31-12:2)
Brothers and Sisters: By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing
rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered abuse suffered
for the Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked to the reward. And what more shall I say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received
their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others
suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were
killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world
was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well
attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from
us they should not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking
to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. John (Jn. 1:43-51)
At that time Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from
Beth-saida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, "Behold,
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you
believe? You shall see greater things than these." And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man."

Scripture Readings for the 2nd Sunday of Great Lent, on which we commemorate especially the memory
of St. Gregory Palamas
The Reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews (Heb. 1:10-2:3)
Brothers and Sisters: [Of the Son, God says:] "Thou, Lord, didst found the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work
of thy hands; they will perish, but thou remainest; they will all grow old like a garment, like a mantle thou wilt roll them up,
and they will be changed. But thou art the same, and thy years will never end." But to what angel has he ever said, "Sit at my
right hand, till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet"? Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of
those who are to obtain salvation? Therefore, we must pay the closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from
it. For if the message declared by angels was valid and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how
shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who
heard him.

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark (Mark 2:1-12)
At that time, when Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. And many were gathered
together, so that there was no longer room for them, not even about the door; and he was preaching the word to them. And they
came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above him; and when they had made an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic lay. And
when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "My son, your sins are forgiven." Now some of the scribes were sitting
there, questioning in their hearts, "Why does this man speak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?" And
immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, "Why do you question
thus in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, take up your pallet and
walk'? But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—"I say to
you, rise, take up your pallet and go home." And he rose, and immediately took up the pallet and went out before them all; so
that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!"

