
                   
   

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 
The Samaritan Woman at the Well – the 4th Sunday after Pascha 

Also, May 17, annually, is the date of the Commemoration of, among others, the Holy Martyr Photina 

(Svetlana) the Samaritan Woman and those with her; the Apostle Andronicus of the 70; Saint Junia, 
relative of the Apostle Paul; Saint Euphrosyne, Princess of Moscow; the Martyr Solochon at Chalcedon, 

and his companions; and Saint Stephen, Archbishop of Constantinople. 
 

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/05/17 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Working Towards Reopening 

The Diocese of New England, responding to the recent Pastoral Letter from the Holy Synod of Bishops of the 

Orthodox Church in America, is in discussions about steps to be taken towards the reopening of our parishes 

here in Connecticut and elsewhere in New England. We in our Parish are beginning discussions about this 

matter, too, locally. 

The Diocesan Council of the Diocese of New England, of which both Fr. John Hopko and Deacon Paul Nimchek 

are members, met via video conference to discuss this topic on Tuesday evening, May 12. That meeting was 

presided over by our bishop, His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON. 

During that meeting, His Beatitude, in addressing the issue of “reopening,” stressed several points. He stated 

that each parish, in full obedience to the directives of both civil and ecclesiastical authorities, will chart 

their own course as regards reopening. He stated that each parish must clear with the New England diocesan 

authorities their local plans. That is, His Beatitude will himself review and bless each parish’s plans for 

reopening. Parishes are not required to present to His Beatitude a comprehensive plan to accomplish “full” 

reopening from the present place of complete closure. Rather, parishes are encouraged and instructed to clear 

with His Beatitude each step being taken—no matter how small or humble—towards reopening. His Beatitude 

stressed that there is no set timetable for reopening, and that reopening should be accomplished “step-by-step,” 

in small increments. His Beatitude stressed that no member of any parish will be compelled to do anything 

specific as regards participation in the reopening process. If a parish is taking steps towards reopening, and some 

parishioners are reticent to join the initiatives being taken, that is “okay,” right now. His Beatitude stressed that 

every parish must act locally, and that “one size does not fit all,” and that “this is not a race.” The goal is to 

reopen safely and prudently, maintaining the health and well-being, in every aspect, facet, and characteristic, of 

all involved. 

Our Parish Council meet this past Wednesday, May 13, via video conference, for their regular monthly meeting, 

and, also, to discuss the matter of reopening. Fr. John Hopko, George Wegh, and Melanie Osuch were appointed 
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by the Parish Council to be our Parish’s ad hoc subcommittee to work on the issue of planning for and 

implementing our Parish’s “step-by-step” process towards reopening. 

The Parish Council stressed that there is no rush to reopen, and that we, certainly, do not want to undo whatever 

good has been done by our strict two-month closure by reopening too quickly or too casually. The Parish Council 

stressed that we are happy to be “followers,” rather than “pioneers,” in this process, learning from the efforts of 

other Orthodox Christian parishes who are, also, working now towards reopening. Some parishes, for various 

reasons, are moving quite quickly towards reopening, and, frankly, we can learn from them—from both what 

“works,” and what doesn’t. The Parish Council noted the demographics of our parish, with our many vibrant 

and faithful senior members, and stressed that our local efforts towards reopening must meet the needs of all 

members of the parish, fairly and equitably, including those who are often identified at this time as “at-risk.” 

The Parish Council observed that restoring access for all members of the Parish to the Holy Sacraments, 

especially the Sacrament of Holy Communion, might be our best first priority at this time, and that such a 

restoration should seek to meet the needs of all parishioners, and not just those who might be the first “back to 

Church.”   

For extremely pertinent information, please see the article at this link on the official website of the Orthodox 

Church in America (OCA): https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/holy-synod-issues-pastoral-letter-and-

directives. 

The Directives (https://www.oca.org/cdn/PDFs/synod/2020-0501-covid-synod-directives.pdf) issued by the 

Holy Synod of Bishops lay out, in great detail, a seven-stage process for reopening parishes of the Orthodox 

Church in America. This is the process in which our parish will be engaging. However, as long as clearance is 

received from our bishop, parishes are not required to adhere strictly to the seven-stage process, if there is better 

(safer, healthier, more appropriate) path forward, locally. Stages can be bypassed, if it is truly prudent to do so; 

and, on the other hand, additional “sub-stages” may be added, if that is what is determined to be best. 

If you have any questions or concerns about this matter, please, do not hesitate to contact Fr. John Hopko to ask 

your questions and share your concerns. Fr. John may be contacted at his office landline, which is 860-582-

3631, or by voice or text message at his cellphone, which is 860-944-3486. You may, also, email Fr. John at the 

parish email address, which is terryvilleorthodoxchurch@gmail.com.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for all victims of disease, disaster, difficulty, 

and senseless violence throughout the world, especially 

in this time of pestilence! 

+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE:  Memory Eternal! 

First of all, we pray for all the thousands of victims of COVID-19. Memory Eternal!  

Newly Departed 
Mitred Archpriest Nicholas Timpko—CT Deanery priest  d. 5/16/2020 
Sophie S.—an aunt of Fr. John’s; relative through marriage d. 5/16/2020 
Archpriest Paul Lazor --Saint Vladimir’s Seminary professor d. 5/9/2020 
Patricia “Pat” Knutson—seminary classmate of the Hopkos d. 5/6/2020 
Sophie Bukowski—a Terryville neighbor; aged 100  d. 5/5/2020 
Deborah—aunt of an acquaintance of ours   d. 4/30/2020 
Anastasia “Nell” Briguglio—member of the Waterbury Parish d. 4/14/2020 
Judy—Waterbury parishioner Forrest Hanson’s cousin  d. 4/13/2020 

Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!   
Roy Johnson 5/18/2012 
Steven Panasuk 5/18/2018 
Gregory Broda 5/19/1940 
Sylvester Kostyk 5/19/1969 
Matushka Catherine Semanitsky 5/19/1972 
Feodor "Pat" Senetcen  5/19/1995 
Dennis Tichon                5/19/2005 
Olga Gabor 5/20/1939 

THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP 

First of all, we pray for all those suffering due to the present pestilence which is 
COVID-19, and those working to alleviate their suffering.  

Persons captive and suffering for the Faith 
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria 

Those who are sick and suffering 
Fyodor (Frank) Guba—increasing sufferings from Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 
Dolores Twombly—permanent colon malfunction following colon cancer treatment 

child Drew—grandson of friends of the Nimcheks; ongoing treatment for eye cancer 

Darlyne—facing health challenges; daughter of Bob and Vera Martin 
Donna—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease 
Dayrl—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease 
JoAnn—acquaintance of Jeanne Moore; ovarian cancer 
MaryEllen—Louine King’s daughter-in-law; suffering with Huntington’s Disease 
Maria Oraschewsky—now requires dialysis three times a week 
Yelena “Lenna” Massicotte—overcoming, by God’s grace, serious health challenges 

Katie and Aubrey—a mother and daughter for whom we have been asked to pray 
Tanya Beach—suffering long-term and lingering effects of brain hemorrhage 
Mark—a profound diabetic for whom we have been asked to pray  
Mary Lynn—friend of Donna Osuch; battling breast cancer 
Anna—friend of Patty Nimchek; has requested our prayers 
Mary—relative of Mike Liverman; requesting prayers for health 
Simone—relative of Mike Liverman; requesting prayers for health 
Anna Sz.—infected with the Coronavirus; suffering other health issues, too 
Barbara—friend of Patty Nimchek; unwell and in need of prayerful support 
James B.—husband of a Waterbury parishioner; very unwell at this time 
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Dorothy F.—Waterbury parishioner; still recovering from a serious surgery 
Vincent—relapse of cancer; relative through marriage of P. Oraschewsky 
Michael—C. Palleria’s cousin; suffering with cancer 
Rosie Dubnansky—recent health issues 
John “Jack” K.—recently unwell 
Mark—Mark Orelup’s father; in his mid-90s, and unwell of late 
Please also pray for the several members of Mike and Jim Liverman’s extended 
family who are afflicted with COVID19 

Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities 
Robert (Bob)—Patty Nimchek’s brother 
Alex—John Dubnansky’s brother, suffering permanent effects of stroke 
Dolores—Bob M.’s mother, resident in long-term eldercare 

Mothers and newly born children 
Maryna and the child newly born of her 

Expectant Mothers 
Amanda and the child to be born of her—Amanda is an acquaintance of C. Palleria 

Marina and the child to be born of her—Marina is one of Fr. John’s many nieces 

Diana and the child to be born of her—Joel and Julie Kowaleski’s daughter-in-law 

Travelers, Those Soon to be Traveling, and Those Apart from Us 
John “Jack” Kriniske 

Those from among us serving on active duty in the Armed Forces 
Joel Orelup—U.S. Navy; hospital corpsman (“medic”)  
Joseph Bellmay—a Terryville neighbor; U.S. Marine Corps 
Joshua Pcsolyar—fiancé of a niece of Fr. John’s; U.S. Army pilot 
Alexander—relative of C. Palleria’s; 82nd Airborne Division soldier deployed abroad 

Anniversaries of Marriage 
George & Jennifer Wegh 5/19 
Elena & James Watras 5/22 
Salvatore & Cynthia (Belonick) Giuliano 5/23 

Birthdays  
NONE THIS WEEK 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

News and Notes 

Terryville Parish Physically Closed due to COVID-19: In view of the present concerns about the transmission of the coronavirus 

that causes the disease COVID-19, our parish remains physically closed. However, we are spiritually alive, well, and active! As we 
stay apart physically, we must grow together spiritually. Please visit our parish website (www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org) and the 

website of the Orthodox Church in America (www.oca.org) to find a myriad of resources for study, prayer, and praise in these 

challenging times. This too shall pass. Christ is victorious! 

Do not hesitate to call—Fr. John is ready to exercise pastoral care for you and yours! If you would like, Fr. John would be glad 

to speak with you. Fr. John may be contacted at his office landline, which is 860-582-3631, or by voice or text message at his 

cellphone, which is 860-944-3486. You may, also, email Fr. John at the parish email address, which is 

terryvilleorthodoxchurch@gmail.com.  

Fr. Nicholas Timpko: Mitred Archpriest Nicholas Timpko passed from this life to eternal life on Saturday morning, March 16. 

Please pray for his blessed repose. Memory Eternal! Please, pray also for those who mourn his passing, especially his wife, Matushka 

Anastasia. Fr. Nicholas was, for many years, the priest at Three Saints Church, Ansonia, CT. He, also, served as Dean of the 

Connecticut Deanery. In retirement, he served on a regular basis as substitute in the Connecticut Deanery, especially, between 2016 

and 2018, at Nativity of the Holy Virgin Mary Church, Waterbury, CT. Fr. Nicholas suffered with serious and life-threatening health 

problems for many years, but, in his suffering, he was an example of patience, steadfastness, courage, and faith. (It has not yet been 

posted, but Fr. Nicholas’s obituary will soon be published at the official website of the Orthodox Church in America—www.oca.org). 

May his soul dwell with the blessed! Memory Eternal!  

Graduates: If you or a member of your family is graduating this spring, please let us know, so that we might share the news with 

our Parish Family, and offer our congratulations and prayerful best wishes.  

Please, pray especially for those of our parishioners, family, and friends who are living in long-term care facilities: As we now 

know, all too sadly, the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 has had devastating effects when it has infected residents of long-term 

care facilities, such as nursing homes and assisted-living facilities. In general, coronavirus infection seems to be most dangerous to 

the elderly. Some of our Terryville and Waterbury parishioners are resident in such facilities, and we ask that everyone, please, keep 

these members of our parishes in your most fervent prayers. May Our Merciful God send sheltering angels to keep them safe! Lord, 

have mercy!  

Donations to the Parish OR Support from the Parish:  Please, continue to support our parish during this challenging time. (Or, if 

you require financial support, because you are in crisis, contact Fr. John, personally and confidentially, and he will endeavor to 

help you get the assistance you require!) Donations to the Parish may be submitted via checks made out to and mailed to Saints 

Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church, 34 Fairview Avenue, Terryville, CT 06786-6329. Also, a PayPal Donation “button” 

(https://www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/donatenow) is located on our parish website to make online donations possible. Our parish 

is registered as a charity with PayPal, so we have slightly lower fees connected to the use of that means of receiving donations. For 

us, PayPal’s fees are 2.2% + $0.30 per transaction and no monthly fee. (So, for example, a donation of $100.00 given via PayPal will 

realize us actual income of $97.50.)  

Sacramental Confession: Each and every Christian should participate regularly in the saving Sacrament of Holy Confession. 

However, in view of the present concerns about the transmission of the coronavirus that causes the disease COVID-19, we are placing 

a “pause for now” on the routine hearing of confessions. However, if in the meantime, you have a need to discuss any pastoral matter, 
or a strong desire to participate in the Sacrament of Holy Confession, please contact Fr. John at your earliest convenience, and 

proper and appropriate arrangements will be made. (NOTE: This “pause for now” is not a “dispensation.” If we are in a condition 

of serious or rebellious sin, we must participate in the Sacrament of Confession, with no delay, and we must contact Fr. John to make 

an appointment for that Sacrament to take place.)  
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

Scripture Readings for the Fifth Sunday of (Fourth Sunday after) Pascha, called the Sunday of the 

Samaritan Woman 

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles (Acts 11:19-26, 29-30) 

At that time, those who were scattered because of the 

persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 

Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word 

to none except Jews. But there were some of them, men 

of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch 

spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And 

the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number 

that believed turned to the Lord. News of this came to 

the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 

Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace 

of God, he was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain 

faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was 

a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a 

large company was added to the Lord. So Barnabas 

went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found 

him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they 

met with the church, and taught a large company of 

people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first 

time called Christians. And the disciples determined, 

every one according to his ability, to send relief to the 

brethren who lived in Judea; and they did so, sending it 

to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.   

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. John (Jn 4:5-42) 

At that time, Jesus, came to a city of Samaria, called 

Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 

Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was 

with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was about 

the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw 

water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For his 

disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The 

Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a 

Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews 

have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, 

"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying 

to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, 

and he would have given you living water." The woman 

said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and 

the well is deep; where do you get that living water? 

Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 

well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his 

cattle?" Jesus said to her, "Every one who drinks of this 

water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water 

that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I 

shall give him will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, 

give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here 

to draw." Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and 

come here." The woman answered him, "I have no 

husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I 

have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and 

he whom you now have is not your husband; this you 

said truly." The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that 

you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this 

mountain; and you say that in Jerusalem is the place 

where men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, 

"Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither 

on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 

Father. You worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 

for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, 

and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth." The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is 

coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes, he 

will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak 

to you am he." Just then his disciples came. They 

marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none 

said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you talking 

with her?" So the woman left her water jar, and went 

away into the city, and said to the people, "Come, see a 

man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 

Christ?" They went out of the city and were coming to 

him. Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying, 

"Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to eat of 

which you do not know." So the disciples said to one 

another, "Has any one brought him food?" Jesus said to 

them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me, 

and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 'There are 

yet four months, then comes the harvest'? I tell you, lift 

up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white 

for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers 

fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 

rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One 

sows and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for 

which you did not labor; others have labored, and you 

have entered into their labor." Many Samaritans from 

that city believed in him because of the woman's 

testimony, "He told me all that I ever did." So when the 

Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 

them; and he stayed there two days. And many more 

believed because of his word. They said to the woman, 

"It is no longer because of your words that we believe, 

for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this 

is indeed the Savior of the world." 

+ + + 


