
  
                   
   
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Sunday, May 24, 2026 
7th SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 6. Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. Afterfeast of Ascension. Ven. 

Simeon the Stylite (the Younger) of the Wonderful Mountain (596). Ven. Niketas the Stylite, Wonderworker of 

Pereyaslavl’—Zalesskii (1186). Martyrs Meletius Stratelates, Stephen, John, and 1,218 soldiers, with women and children, 

including Serapion the Egyptian, Callinicus the Magician, Theodore, Faustus, the women: Marciana, Susanna, and Palladia, 

two children: Cyriacus and Christian, and twelve Tribunes—Faustus, Festus, Marcellus, Theodore, Meletius, Sergius, 

Marcellinus, Felix, Photinus, Theodoriscus, Mercurius, and Didymus, all of whom suffered in Galatia (138-161). St. Vincent 

of Lérins. 

 

Lives of the Saints - Orthodox Church in America 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Services and Events, Upcoming  
(This schedule is subject to change, please confirm the schedule 

at www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/schedule before coming to Church.) 

Saturday, May 23, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with elements 
of Resurrectional Matins), followed immediately by the Monthly Rite of General Confession. 

A NOTE ABOUT GENERAL CONFESSION: We should all be regularly participating in the Sacrament of Confession, 
privately and personally, especially if we are regularly participating in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. However, 
as an aid to the faithful, in our Parish we do provide the Rite of General Confession monthly to help us be 
accountable for our sins and thus to prepare appropriately for the reception of Holy Communion. An explanation of 
the practice of General Confession in the Orthodox Church in America begins with understanding the practice itself: 
rather than each person confessing privately, the priest leads the congregation in a common confession of sins, with 
all praying together, followed by a general prayer of absolution for those who are properly prepared. This approach 
preserves the communal and liturgical character of repentance, reminding believers that sin and healing both have 
a corporate dimension within the Body of Christ. In a culture where many struggle to articulate sins privately or feel 
paralyzed by shame, such a shared confession can help people enter into repentance together, rather than as 
isolated individuals. Properly understood, it does not eliminate the need for personal confession when serious or 
specific sins weigh on the conscience, but serves as a pastoral practice that fosters humility, self-examination, and 
fuller participation in the Church’s sacramental life. We should not abuse this practice by using General Confession 
as an inadequate substitute for participation in the actual Sacrament of Confession on a personal and private basis.  
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Sunday, May 24, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 
followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

Monday, May 25, Memorial Day: The Annual Memorial Day Pilgrimage to Saint Tikhon’s Monastery, 
South Canaan, Pennsylvania. (See Note below, in the LOOKING AHEAD section.) 

Wednesday, May 27, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Saturday, May 30, Pre-Pentecost Memorial Saturday, 5:30 PM: General Memorial Service (“Panikhida”) 
commemorating all the Faithful Departed. (Memorial Saturdays—often called “Soul Saturdays”—are 
specific Saturdays set aside during the liturgical year for communal prayers and services commemorating 
the departed, asking God to grant them rest and forgiveness.) 

Saturday, May 30, 11:00 AM, Blessing of the Waterbury (Stillson Road) Orthodox Christian 
Cemetery: Beginning at 11:00 AM on Saturday, May 30, 2026, with a memorial service, we will bless 
the Waterbury (Stillson Road) Orthodox Christian Cemetery, where quite a few of us have loved ones 
buried, and where some us will (God willing) be buried ourselves someday. 

Saturday, May 30, Eve of Holy Pentecost, 6:00: Great Vespers with Litya (the blessing of the five loaves, 
the wheat, wine, and oil) to mark the Eve of the Feast of Holy Pentecost. 

Sunday, May 31, Holy Pentecost, 9:15 AM: Festal Divine Liturgy, followed immediately by The Vespers of 
Pentecost with the traditional Kneeling Prayers, followed by our usual Coffee Social Hour. (The Kneeling 
Prayers on Pentecost are a set of special prayers offered during Vespers that mark the first time the faithful 
kneel since Pascha, expressing humility and repentance after the joy of the Resurrection season. They ask 
for the descent of the Holy Spirit, forgiveness of sins, and blessed repose for the departed, emphasizing 
renewal and the living presence of God in the Church.) 

Wednesday, June 3, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Saturday, June 6, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with elements 
of Resurrectional Matins). 

Sunday, June 7, All Saints Day, the First Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning 
celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

IMPORTANT - Sunday, June 7, at 11:30 AM or as soon thereafter as possible: 
Following the Coffee Social Hour after the conclusion of the Sunday morning Divine Liturgy on Sunday 
June 7, 2026, beginning at 11:30 AM or as soon thereafter as possible, there will be an important Special 
Meeting of the Entire Parish (all the parishioners) of Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church, 
Terryville, CT, to consider the Parish Exterior Doors Renovation Project. 
The one-item agenda of this meeting will be to consider a $42,046.91 bid received from Mark Sekorski 
General Contracting LLC, of Terryville, CT, by which all the present exterior doors of our Parish Church 
building will be removed, the door frames will be renovated, and new doors will be installed. 
Before the meeting is convened exact details of this project will be provided;  in the meantime, you can 
see Fr. John H., Paul S., George W., or Lewis H., for details. 

Monday, June 8: Beginning of the Annual Apostles’ Fast. (The Apostles’ Fast, also called the Saints Peter 
and Paul Fast, takes place annually from the Monday after All Saints Day until the very end of the day on 
June 28, the Eve of the Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul. That Feast Day falls annually on June 29.) 



Monday, June 8, 6:30 PM, Parish Council Meeting: The Terryville Parish Council is scheduled to meet on 
Monday, June 8, beginning at 6:30 PM, via Zoom video teleconference for their June 2026 routine monthly 
meeting. (The Parish Council generally meets on the second Monday evening of the month.)  

Wednesday, June 10, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Saturday, June 13, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with elements 
of Resurrectional Matins). 

Sunday, June 14, All Saints of North America Day, the Second Sunday after Pentecost, 9:15 AM: Our 
usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee 
Social Hour. 

Sunday, June 14: The Parish Sisterhood will have their monthly meeting during or after the Coffee Social 
Hour. (This meeting has moved to this date from June 7.) 

IN SALISBURY PARISH: Sunday, June 14, All Saints of North America Day, 4:00PM: Annual Pilgrimage to 
All Saints of North America Church, 313 Twin Lakes Rd, Salisbury, CT 06068, to pray there before the icons 
and relics of many of the North American saints. A Prayer Service will be served at 4:00 PM, with the 
Diocesan Bishop presiding. Then there will be food and fellowship, thereafter. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTES ON PARISH LIFE 

Vacuuming the Church: We ask that volunteers vacuum the Narthex (entrance area), Nave (main 

worship space), and Kliros (Choir area) of our Church building each Sunday, right after the 

conclusion of the Sunday morning services. The doing of this uncomplicated, yet needful, task 

would be a great help. Please consider being this volunteer on at least some occasions. Thank you. 

Please, consider hosting Coffee Hour! We always require Coffee Hour hosts going forward in the 

calendar. Please, consider hosting Coffee Hour. Thank you! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Fr. John H. will be away twice in coming months: Fr. John H. will be away from Terryville from 

the afternoon of August 16 until about midday on August 22, and again from early in the morning 

on Saturday, September 26, until about midday on Saturday, October 3.  

Parish Sisterhood “Pop-Ups”: The Parish Sisterhood will be hosting some “pop-up” events during 

the summer. These may include a visit to the Elizabeth Park Gardens in West Hartford, and a 

summer outdoor theater Shakespeare Events. Other events may also take place. Please, see a 

Sisterhood Member for details, as the events are open to participation from all parishioners.  

Parish Sisterhood Sip n’ Swap Event in the Fall, Saturday, October 17,:00 PM: The Parish 

Sisterhood will be hosting a Sip n’ Swap tea party (sandwiches, scones, fruit, sweets, and savories) 

on Saturday, October 17, beginning at 1:00 PM. There will fun and games together with a “shopping 

area” where jewelry, books, puzzles, etc., can be “swapped.” For details, please see Melanie K. or 

Melanie O. Flyers and a sign-up list for this event is posted in the Parish Basement Social Hall. 

+ + + 

https://www.allsaintsofamerica.us/


About the Parish Prayer List – Please, help me to edit it to a manageable length 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 

I need your assistance to help me edit the Terryville (CT) Parish Prayer List. 

 

As your priest, it is a great blessing and a joyfully accepted responsibility to remember the names 

of our faithful and their loved ones in the public prayers of the Church. At nearly every liturgical 

service in our parish, we pray by name for those entrusted to our care, especially those who are 

sick, suffering, grieving, or otherwise in need of God’s mercy and help. 

 

Over time, however, our Parish Prayer List has grown to such a length that it has become difficult 

to use liturgically in a reverent and manageable way during services. In order to preserve the 

meaningful and prayerful commemoration of names within the services themselves, we need to 

revise and shorten the list periodically. 

 

Please understand that this does not mean we are unwilling to pray for anyone. On the contrary, 

we gladly continue to pray for all who ask our prayers, both privately and publicly. Rather, this 

adjustment is meant to ensure that the prayer list remains focused on those who are currently in 

greatest need of the Church’s public liturgical prayers and that new requests may continue to be 

added appropriately. 

 

So, please, confirm for me whether the names you have submitted should remain on the list. If you 

have asked me to include someone on the list whose condition has now stabilized, please, give me 

permission to remove their name from the Prayer List. 

 

To see the most recent version of the Prayer List, please look at the most recent issue of the Parish 

bulletin, at this link: https://www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/bulletins. 

 

Thank you for your understanding, your prayers, and your cooperation as we seek to keep our 

parish’s liturgical life orderly, prayerful, and spiritually attentive. 

 

With love in Christ, 

 

Fr. John H. 

 

Archpriest John Hopko, Pastor 

www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org 

+ + +  
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PARISH PRAYER LIST  
Again we pray for all victims of accident, disease, disaster, difficulty, warfare, and 
acts of terror and senseless violence throughout the world—both those who have 
died and those who have suffered and yet still live. We especially pray for those who 
mourn the loss of loved ones. Lord, hear us and have mercy!  

+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE: Memory Eternal! 

Newly Departed 
Joann – a friend of Jack K.     d. 5/18/26 

Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!   
Archpriest John Markovich 5/24/1989 
Irina Cherkasevich  5/24/1992 
Olga Sobestanovich 5/26/1931 
Vassily Murin 5/27/1915 
Steven Shewchyk 5/27/1983 
Nicholas Andrash 5/27/1985 
Helen "Nellie" Biscoe 5/27/1995 
Anna (Yurchyk) Guba 5/29/2008 
Anastasia Panasuk 5/30/1974 

THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP 

Persons captive and suffering for the Faith 
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria 

Those who are sick and suffering 
H.E. Archbishop Benjamin of the Diocese of the West (Retired)  
H.E. Archbishop Alexander of the Diocese of the South (Retiring on 7/23/26) 
Archpriest Vladimir A.—serious, chronic illness 
Archpriest Vladimir H.—unwell 
Archpriest Patrick B.— complications after knee joint replacement surgery 
Archpriest Alexis (Aliosha) V.—recovering after surgery; an “uncle” of Fr. John H.  
Matushka Mary S.—on of Fr. John’s four sisters; recently unwell 
Matushka Ann Sh.—at request of Lynn H. 
Michael N.— recipient of a kidney transplant; our devoted, beloved Choir Director 
Nancy B.—our fellow parishioner; dealing with very difficult chronic illness 
JoAnn—acquaintance of Jeanne Moore; ovarian cancer 
Mary Lynn—friend of Donna O.; battling breast cancer 
Michael “Mike” L.—ongoing health issues 
Paula—friend of Jim L.; struggling with cancer 
Dimitri—brother of Carolyn P.; health issues 
Margaret—sister-in-law of Carolyn P.; health issues 
Dianna—Jennifer W.’s mother; suffering serious and worrisome health problems 
Yvonne K.—a person we have been asked to pray for; multiple myeloma 
Earlene L.—Mike and Jim L.’s mother; health issues 
Natonya L.—Mike and Jim L.’s family member; health issues 
Bach-Loan—a neighbor of Jeanne M.’s; serious health challenges 
Michael “Mike” A.—battling many, many health challenges 
Robert Jos.—dealing with health issues 
Diane—daughter of friends of Forrest and Elaine H., suffering in illness 
Sonya K.—former W’bury parishioner, health issues 
Jeffrey—at request of John G.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Patrick—at request of John G.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Jesse—John G.’s brother; injured in accident 
Nila—John G.’s aunt; facing challenges 
Brittany—relative of Pdn. Paul; young woman facing cancer 
Joan—grief and chronic illness; req. of Helena G. 
Candace—mourning the loss of her newly departed husband David; req. of Helena G. 

Timothy—Olena’s husband; undergoing treatment for a serious illness 
Lisa—friend of Helena G.; suffering in illness 
Ksenia—our fellow parishioner; recent surgery and further issues thereafter 
Alex—Ksenia’s husband; recent illness 
Tatyana—Ksenia’s mother-in-law; recent health issues leading to job loss 
Faith—David C.’s cousin; facing health challenges due to a chronic illness 
Nolan—friend of Corey F.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Jacqueline—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being 
Amy—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being  
Leo M.—Parishioner Lynn H.’s father; unwell and in need of prayers 
Ingrid—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D. 
Terry—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D.  

Victor—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Alex—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Louine K.—various health challenges; our fellow parishioner 
Heather—at the request of Louine K.; facing challenges  
Christine—at request of Elaine H.; blindness cause by aneurysms  
Jill—friend of Elaine H.; recovering from surgery 
Timothy—relative of Joan M.; surgery 
Andrea—friend of Helena G.; mourning loss of her daughter   
Joanne—acquaintance of Helena G.; mourning passing of her husband 
Nikola—friend of Jacob J,; very unwell and in need of prayers 
Gregory—Bob M.’s son 
Chitra—Melanie B.’s mother 
Alexandra—Fr. John’s sister; suffers Neurofibromatosis type II, a chronic disease 
Boris—a participant in our Parish Bible Study; battling illness 
Raymond—Fr. John’s brother-in-law; some health issues 
Tabitha H.—recovering from knee surgery, which took place on 2/11 
John—undergoing cancer treatment; relative of Lenna M.  
Cameron—a person for whom we have been asked to pray; challenging diagnosis 

Iris—at request of Hopkos; for joy, peace, and tranquility 
Barbara—friend of Jack K.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Lynn H.—our fellow parishioner; underwent shoulder joint surgery, 1/13 
Jeanne M.—our fellow parishioner; hip joint replacement surgery on 2/10 
Srdjan—a man we have been asked to pray for; recovering from stroke 
Barbara K.—our fellow parishioner; suffered a fractured pelvis in fall on 2/12 
Petra Joy—at request of Barbara K.; Petra is suffering a recurrence of cancer 
David—Paul S.’s brother, unwell and in need of prayers  
Susan—Nancy B.’s sister; unwell and in need of prayers 
Rosemary—a faithful Orthodox Christian for whom we have been asked to pray 
child Emerson—at request of Valbona H.; an infant with hearing difficulties 
child Zeke—a request of the Nimcheks 
Stephen—at the request of Valbona and Lewis H.; recovering from surgery 
Jennifer—Adam K.’s sister; recently lost her home in a fire 
Laura—relative of Carolyn P.; injured in car accident 
Roman—The above-listed Laura’s son; also injured in same car accident 
Mariah—The above-listed Laura’s daughter; also injured in same car accident 
Thomas—Patty N.’s nephew; in hospice care 
Barbara D.—Wife of a seminary teacher of Fr. D’s and Fr. J’s; in hospice care 

Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities 
Tanya B.—suffering long-term effects of brain hemorrhage 
Claudia A.—Waterbury parishioner; health challenges  
Claudia B.—Macrina H.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Dolores M.—Bob M.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Roberta K.—a Waterbury parishioner living in long-term care 
Forrest H.—our fellow parishioner; resident in long-term eldercare 
John—Cynthia B.’s uncle 

Preparing for Holy Matrimony 
Julianna and Elias – being wedded on Sunday afternoon, May 24 

Expectant Mothers and the Children to be born of them 
Shelby and the child to be born of her—Karry and Mark O.’s daughter-in-law 
Anya and the child to be born of her—Fr. John H.’s niece 
Katie and the child to be born of her—Leo K.’s wife 

Travelers, Those Soon to be Traveling, and Those Apart from Us 
All those traveling during this holiday weekend  

Those from among us serving or training to serve in the Armed Forces 
Joel O.—U.S. Navy; hospital corpsman (“medic”); Mark and Karry O.’s son 
Derek—relative of Carolyn P.; U.S. Army soldier 
Weston—son of a friend of Lenna M; National Guardsman, deployed abroad 
Ian—Fr. David and Melanie K.’s so-in-law, Army reservist called up for active duty 
Ruben—acquaintance of the Hopkos, U.S. Marines Corps tiltrotor pilot 
Zachary W.—Fr. Zachary W.’s son; U.S. Air Force fighter pilot  
John S.—Fr. John H.’s nephew; Ensign, U.S. Navy  
Matthew S.—Fr. John’s nephew (John S.’s brother); ROTC cadet, U.S. Army 

Wedding Anniversaries 
NONE THIS WEEK 

Birthdays this coming week 
Deborah W. 5/25

 



 

Learn more about the Orthodox Faith 

Follow this link, to be taken to a section of the official Orthodox Church in 

America website at which you can access the Daily Scripture Readings, the 

Lives of the Saints arranged day-to-day throughout the year, catechetical 

(instructional) material about the Orthodox Faith, and section featuring 

Questions and Answers about the Orthodox Faith: 
 

https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy 
 

 

 

 

+ + + 
 

The End 

Glory be to God, for all things!  

https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy

