
  
                   
   
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Sunday, July 19, 2026 
7th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6.  Fathers of the 1st Six Ecumenical 

Councils.  Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Seraphim of Sarov (1903). Ven. Macrina, sister of 

St. Basil the Great (380). St. Theodore of Edessa, Mesopotamia (848). Ven. Dius, Abbot, of 

Antioch (ca. 430). Rt. Blv. Román, Prince of Riazan’ (1270). Ven. Paísii of the Kiev Caves (Far 

Caves—14th c.). Bl. Stephen (1427), King of Serbia, and his mother, St. Militsa (1405). 

Lives of the Saints - Orthodox Church in America 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Services and Events, Upcoming  
(This schedule is subject to change, please confirm the schedule 

at www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/schedule before coming to Church.) 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Monday, July 20, 6:30 PM: On Monday, July 20, at 6:30 PM, the 
Terryville Parish Council will have their July 2026 monthly meeting, via video teleconference.  

Wednesday, July 22, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Fr. John will be out of the office on Friday, July 24: Fr. John will be out of the office all day long on 
Friday, July 24.  

Saturday, July 25, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 
elements of Resurrectional Matins), followed by our Parish’s Monthly Rite of General Confession.   

Sunday, July 26, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 
followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour.  

Sunday, July 26, 11:30 AM: Annual Blessing of Parishioners’ Cars. 

Wednesday, July 29, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Friday, July 31, Eve of the First Day of the Dormition (Theotokos) Fast, 7:00 PM: Supplicatory Canon 
(Prayer Service) to the Theotokos, the All-Holy, Ever-Blessed, and Most-Pure Virgin Mary, the Mother 
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of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. (NOTE: The Dormition Fast is observed each year for the two 
weeks from August 1 until the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos on August 15.) 

Saturday, August 1. The Dormition Fast begins this day: The Dormition Fast is a two-week-long fasting 
period featuring special devotion to the Virgin Mary, the Most-Holy Theotokos. It ends on the day of 
the Feast of Dormition, August 15, which marks the day the Virgin Mary passed from this life to eternal 
life.  

Saturday, August 1, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 
elements of Resurrectional Matins).  

Sunday, August 2, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 
followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

Wednesday, August 5: NO MATINS 

Wednesday, August 5, Eve of the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord, 7:00 PM: Festal Great 
Vespers and Litya, with the traditional blessing of the first-fruits.  

Thursday, August 6, Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord, 9:15 AM: Festal Divine Liturgy for 
the Feast, with the traditional blessing of the first-fruits. 

Saturday, August 8, Eve of the Feast of Saint Herman of Alaska, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday 
evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with elements of Resurrectional Matins).  

Sunday, August 9, Feast of Saint Herman of Alaska, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration 
of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

Wednesday, August 12, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Friday, August 14, Eve of the Feast of the Dormition (the Falling Asleep in the Lord) of Our Most 
Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, 7:00 PM: Festal Great Vespers and Litya, with the 
traditional blessing of flowers and herbs.   

Saturday, August 15, Feast of the Dormition (the Falling Asleep in the Lord) of Our Most Holy Lady, 
the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, 9:15 AM: Festal Divine Liturgy, with the traditional blessing of 
flowers and herbs. During this Liturgy, we will take the Litany of the Departed to commemorate all the 
departed member of the Parish Sisterhood of the Dormition of the Mother of God.  

Saturday, August 15, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 
elements of Resurrectional Matins).  

Sunday, August 16, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 
followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

Pastor on Vacation: Fr. John H. will be away from Terryville from the afternoon of Sunday, August 16 
until about midday on Saturday, August 22. 

Saturday, August 22, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 
elements of Resurrectional Matins).  

Sunday, August 23, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 
followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 



Wednesday, August 26, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Saturday, August 29, Commemoration of the Beheading of Saint John the Baptist (a day of strict 
fasting), 5:30 PM: Prayer Service to Saint John the Baptist, asking his intercessions for us before the 
Throne of God.  

Saturday, August 29, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 
elements of Resurrectional Matins).  

Sunday, August 30, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 
followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

Wednesday, September 2, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Saturday, September 5, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 
elements of Resurrectional Matins).  

Sunday, September 6, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine 
Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

Monday, September 7, Eve of the Feast of the Birth of the Mother of God, the Virgin Mary, 7:00 PM: 
Festal Great Vespers and Litya 

Tuesday, September 8, Feast of the Birth of the Mother of God, the Virgin Mary, 9:15 AM: Festal 
Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, September 9, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers). 

Saturday, September 12, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers 
with elements of Resurrectional Matins).  

Sunday, September 13, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine 
Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gardening (weeding!) 

If anyone wants to come and do some obvious pulling of weeds that is necessary around 

the Church Building and the Shed by the Parking Lot, please, feel free to stop by the 

Church grounds any time, and to do some of that necessary work.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

NOTES ON PARISH LIFE 

Please, consider hosting Coffee Hour! We always require Coffee Hour hosts going 

forward in the calendar. Please, consider hosting Coffee Hour. Thank you! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Fr. John H. will be away two more times going forward this year:  

Fr. John H. will be away from Terryville from the afternoon of Sunday, August 16 until about 

midday on Saturday, August 22.  

Fr. John will be away from Terryville from early in the morning on Saturday, September 26, until 

about midday on Saturday, October 3.  

NOTE: While Fr. John is on vacation, in the case of a true emergency requiring the ministry of an 

Orthodox priest, please contact Fr. David K. at 860-573-0013 (voice or text) or Fr. Phillip B. 

(Pastor of our neighboring parish in New Britain) at 727-277-3321 (voice or text). 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PARISH SISTERHOOD SPONSORED EVENTS THIS SUMMER AND FALL 

Parish Sisterhood Sip n’ Swap Event in the Fall, Saturday, October 17, 1:00 PM: The Parish 

Sisterhood will be hosting a Sip n’ Swap tea party (sandwiches, scones, fruit, sweets, and savories) 

on Saturday, October 17, beginning at 1:00 PM. There will fun and games together with a 

“shopping area” where jewelry, books, puzzles, etc., can be “swapped.” For details, please see 

Melanie K. or Melanie O. Flyers and a sign-up list for this event is posted in the Parish Basement 

Social Hall. 

• Those who are planning to participate in the Sip n’ Swap are asked to see Lynn H., who will be distributing 
small plastic bags for the jewelry submissions and giving instructions as to how the jewelry is to be 
cleaned and otherwise prepared for submission. 

• And, participants are reminded to start collecting and putting aside books and puzzles, too, for the event. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

URGENT NEED STILL EXISTS: Please consider donating bottled water to 

meet the needs of the homeless 
 

Brian's Angels, the volunteer-run, non-profit, homeless ministry that we support in our 

neighboring city of Bristol, has asked us (through our Parish Sisterhood) to help provide bottled 

water for those experiencing homelessness during the summer months. We would like to support 

this effort through a parish water drive. 
 

Many of us are concerned about the environmental impact of single-use plastic bottles, and those 

concerns are important. However, Brian’s Angels has shared with us (through the Parish 

Sisterhood) that sealed bottled water is currently the most efficient way to serve those in 

need, even as other efforts are being made to meet this vital requirement for fresh, clean, healthy, 

palatable water in a different, hopefully better, way.  
 

We therefore invite those who are able to donate cases of bottled water to bring such cases 

to Church. From here at Church, volunteers will then take the water to Brian's Angels. Together, 

we can offer a simple act of Christian mercy to our neighbors who are struggling. 
 

If you would prefer to help Brian’s Angels in some other way, please visit the “How you can help 

Brian’s Angels” section of that organization’s website. Thank you for your generosity and prayers. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://briansangels.org/
https://briansangels.org/how-you-can-help/
https://briansangels.org/how-you-can-help/


PARISH PRAYER LIST  
Again we pray for all victims of accident, disease, disaster, difficulty, 
warfare, and acts of terror and senseless violence throughout the world—
both those who have died and those who have suffered and yet still live. 
We especially pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones. Lord, hear 
us and have mercy!  (Especially victims of the Venezuela earthquake!) 

+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE: Memory Eternal! 

Newly Departed 

Mark—Joel’s K. brother, Julie K.’s brother-in-law  d. 7/17/26 
Evelyn M.—a friend of Deb W.                                                    d. 7/10/26 
Dorothy (Christophy) Nold *     d. 7/6/2026 
Stuart—a friend of Sam F.      d. 6/26/26 
Jill – a friend of Elaine H.; lost her brave battle with cancer        d. 6/20/26 
Bruce—an acquaintance of Lenna M.    d. 6/18/26 
 

[*Dorothy (Christophy) Nold will be buried in our Terryville 

Cemetery, East Plymouth Road, next to her predeceased parents, 

on Saturday morning, July 25.] 

Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!   
Alexander Rewak 7/19/1994 
Metro Glowa 7/20/1992 
Stephen Letish 7/21/1917 
Eugene Kymanov 7/21/1927 
Audi Khish 7/21/1934 
James P. Casey 7/21/1965 
Michael O'Hazo 7/21/1973 
John Lyga 7/22/1960 
Theodosia Stanko 7/24/1916 
Paraskeva Pisaretz 7/25/1928 

THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP 

Persons captive and suffering for the Faith 
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria 

Those who are sick and suffering 
H.E. Archbishop Benjamin of the Diocese of the West (Retired)  
H.E. Archbishop Alexander of the Diocese of the South (Retiring on 7/23/26) 
Archpriest Vladimir A.—serious, chronic illness 
Archpriest Vladimir H.—unwell 
Archpriest Patrick B.— complications after knee joint replacement surgery 
Matushka Mary S.—one of Fr. John’s four sisters; recently unwell 
Matushka Ann Sh.—at request of Lynn H. 
Nancy B.—our fellow parishioner; dealing with difficult chronic illness 
Mary Lynn—friend of Donna O.; battling breast cancer 
Michael “Mike” L.—ongoing health issues 
Paula—friend of Jim L.; struggling with cancer 
Dianna—Jennifer W.’s mother; suffering serious and worrisome health problems 
Yvonne K.—a person we have been asked to pray for; multiple myeloma 
Earlene L.—Mike and Jim L.’s mother; health issues 
Natonya L.—Mike and Jim L.’s family member; health issues 
Michael “Mike” A.—battling many, many health challenges 
Robert Jos.—dealing with health issues 
Diane—daughter of friends of Forrest and Elaine H., suffering in illness 
Sonya K.—former W’bury parishioner, health issues 
Jeffrey—at request of John G.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Nila—John G.’s aunt; facing challenges 
Brittany—relative of Pdn. Paul; young woman facing cancer 
Joan—grief and chronic illness; req. of Helena G. 
Candace—mourning the loss of her husband David; req. of Helena G. 
Timothy—Olena’s husband; undergoing treatment for a serious illness 
Lisa—friend of Helena G.; suffering in illness 
Ksenia—our fellow parishioner; recent surgery and further issues thereafter 
Alex—Ksenia’s husband; recent illness 
Tatyana—Ksenia’s mother-in-law; recent health issues leading to job loss 
Faith—David C.’s cousin; facing health challenges due to a chronic illness 
Nolan—friend of Corey F.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Jacqueline—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being 
Corey (Phocas) F.—our fellow parishioner’ facing some challenges 

Amy—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being  
Leo M.—Parishioner Lynn H.’s father; unwell and in need of prayers 
Ingrid—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D. 
Terry—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D.  
Victor—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Alex—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Louine K.—various health challenges; our fellow parishioner 
Heather—at the request of Louine K.; facing challenges  
Timothy—relative of Joan M.; surgery 
Andrea—friend of Helena G.; mourning loss of her daughter   
Joanne—acquaintance of Helena G.; mourning passing of her husband 
Nikola—friend of Jacob J,; very unwell and in need of prayers 
Gregory—Bob M.’s son 
Chitra—Melanie B.’s mother 
Alexandra—Fr. John’s sister; suffers Neurofibromatosis type II, a chronic disease 
Boris—a participant in our Parish Bible Study; battling illness 
Raymond—Fr. John’s brother-in-law; some health issues 
John—undergoing cancer treatment; relative of Lenna M.  
Cameron—a person for whom we are asked to pray; challenging diagnosis 
Iris—at request of Hopkos; for joy, peace, and tranquility 
Barbara—friend of Jack K.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Lynn H.—our fellow parishioner; asking for our prayers 
Srdjan—a man we have been asked to pray for; recovering from stroke 
Barbara K.—our fellow parishioner; recovering from fractured pelvis 
Petra Joy—at request of Barbara K.; Petra is suffering a recurrence of cancer 
Susan—Nancy B.’s sister; unwell and in need of prayers 
Rosemary—a faithful Orthodox Christian for whom we have been asked to pray 
John—relative of Carolyn P.; battling ill health  
child Emerson—at request of Valbona H.; an infant with hearing difficulties 
child Zeke—a request of the Nimcheks 
Jennifer—Adam K.’s sister; recently lost her home in a fire 
Robert Michael M.—recovering after a medical procedure 
Thomas—Patty N.’s nephew; in hospice care 
Christine—a friend of the Hopkos; Christine is now in hospice care  
Eran—a friend of Nancy B; dreadfully injured in motorcycle accident 

Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities 
Tanya B.—suffering long-term effects of brain hemorrhage 
Claudia A.—Waterbury parishioner; health challenges  
Claudia B.—Macrina H.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Dolores M.—Bob M.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Roberta K.—a Waterbury parishioner living in long-term care 
Forrest H.—our fellow parishioner; resident in long-term eldercare 
John—Cynthia B.’s uncle 

Expectant Mothers and the Children to be born of them 
Shelby and the child to be born of her—Karry and Mark O.’s daughter-in-law 
Anya and the child to be born of her—Fr. John H.’s niece 
Katie and the child to be born of her—Leo K.’s wife 
Joelle and the child to be born of her—our fellow parishioner 

Travelers, Those Soon to be Traveling, and Those Apart from Us 
John K. —who will be traveling 
Deb W. .—who will be traveling 
George and Jennifer W. .—who will be traveling 
All those traveling during the summer months  

Those from among us serving or training to serve in the Armed Forces 
Joel O.—U.S. Navy; hospital corpsman (“medic”); Mark and Karry O.’s son 
Derek—relative of Carolyn P.; U.S. Army soldier 
Weston—son of a friend of Lenna M; National Guardsman, deployed abroad 
Ian—Fr. David and Melanie K.’s so-in-law, Army reservist called up for active duty 
Ruben—acquaintance of the Hopkos, U.S. Marines Corps tiltrotor pilot 
Zachary W.—Fr. Zachary W.’s son; U.S. Air Force fighter pilot  
John S.—Fr. John H.’s nephew; Ensign, U.S. Navy  
Matthew S.—Fr. John’s nephew (John S.’s brother); ROTC cadet, U.S. Army 

Birthdays this coming week 
Hanna C.—John D.’s granddaughter 7/19 
Parker (Silouan) B. 7/21 
Cecilia C. 7/21 
Elias O. 7/24 
Hunter—Carolyn P.’s grandson 7/25

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



The Canonical Consolidation of the Waterbury and Terryville Parishes is Now Accomplished 

Dearly Beloved in Christ, 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

This week, on Thursday, July 16, our diocesan bishop, His Grace Bishop Benedict of Hartford and New 

England, issued the formal administrative decree definitively completing the pastoral consolidation of Nativity of 

the Holy Virgin Mary Orthodox Church in Waterbury with Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church in 

Terryville.  

We have concluded a long journey, and now begin the next chapter of our common life in Christ, in our now fully 

consolidated parish.  

While this decree marks the final canonical (that is, officially authorized) step in a process that began years ago, it 

also invites us to give thanks to God for His guidance and blessings throughout this journey. Together, we have 

sought to do the best possible things in the face of difficult circumstances. If we have made mistakes along the 

way, we trust in God's compassion, and endeavor to forgive and be forgiven. Lord, be Who You are, and have 

mercy on us!  

We remember with gratitude the generations of faithful who worshiped at Nativity of the Holy Virgin Mary. Their 

prayers, sacrifices, and steadfast faith continue to bear fruit in the life of our united parish. Their legacy has not 

been lost—it lives on in the worship, fellowship, and ministry we now share together. Memory Eternal!  

We thank God for all those (both those known to us and known only to God!) who contributed to this process 

along the way, trusting in God's mercy, compassion, guidance, and blessings. God sees. God knows. And, may 

God reward generously. Many Years!  

As we move forward (and there is so much yet to be done!), let us continue to pray for one another and for our 

parish family. Through the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos, and through the prayers of Saints Cyril and 

Methodius, may the Lord God, Our Heavenly Father, grant us unity, faithfulness, and joy as we continue to serve 

Him together. 

In Christ, 

Fr. John H. 

Archpriest John Hopko, Pastor 

 

Learn more about the Orthodox Faith 

Follow this link, to be taken to a section of the official Orthodox Church in America website at 

which you can access the Daily Scripture Readings, the Lives of the Saints arranged day-to-day 

throughout the year, catechetical (instructional) material about the Orthodox Faith, and section 

featuring Questions and Answers about the Orthodox Faith: 
 

https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy 
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