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A Brief Service of Intercession to the Most-Holy Theotokos 
(In the practice of Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church, Terryville, CT) 

 

 

Opening Blessing 

Deacon: Bless, Master!  

Priest:  Blessed is our God, always, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

 

Invocation of the Holy Spirit (sung in Tone 6) 

People:   Amen. O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, who art everywhere and fillest all 

things, Treasury of Blessings and Giver of Life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from 

every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.   

 

Trisagion (Thrice Holy) Prayers 

Reader:    Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 

O Most Holy Trinity have mercy on us; O Lord, cleanse us from our sins; O Master, pardon our 

transgressions; O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for your Name's sake. 

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

People:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

 

Call to Worship 

Reader:     Amen. Come, let us worship God, our King. Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, 

our King and our God. Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and 

our God. 
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Psalm 142/143   

Reader:  Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my supplications! In your faithfulness answer me, in your 

righteousness! Enter not into judgment with your servant; for no man living is righteous before 

you. For the enemy has pursued me; he has crushed my life to the ground; he has made me sit in 

darkness like those long dead. Therefore my spirit faints within me; my heart within me is 

appalled. I remember the days of old, I meditate on all that you have done; I muse on what your 

hands have wrought. I stretch out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

Make haste to answer me, O LORD! My spirit fails! Hide not your face from me, lest I be like 

those who go down to the Pit. Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I put 

my trust. Teach me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Deliver me, O LORD, from 

my enemies! I have fled to you for refuge! Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let 

your good spirit lead me on a level path! For your name's sake, O LORD, preserve my life! In 

your righteousness bring me out of trouble! And in your steadfast love cut off my enemies, and 

destroy all my adversaries, for I am your servant. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to You, O God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to You, O 

God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to You, O God. 

 

 

Psalm 117/118 (adapted and sung in Tone 4) 

Deacon: God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us.  Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the 

Lord. O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever. 

People: God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us.  Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the 

Lord. 

Deacon:  All nations surrounded me, but in the name of the Lord have I withstood them. 

People: God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us.  Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the 

Lord. 

Deacon:   I shall not die, but I shall live and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

People: God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us.  Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the 

Lord. 

Deacon:  The stone, which the builders rejected, has become the head of the corner. This is the Lord's 

doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

People: God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us.  Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the 

Lord. 
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Troparion to the Theotokos (Tone 4) 

Let us, who are sinful and unworthy, / 

Run fervently to the Mother of God. / 

Let us fall down in repentance, / 

Crying from the depths of our souls. / 

Help us and have mercy on us, O Lady, / 

We are perishing in our many sins. // 

Do not despise your poor servants, for you are our only hope. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 

 

Apolytikion to the Theotokos (Tone 6) 

Steadfast Protectress of Christians, / 

Constant Advocate before the Creator: / 

Do not despise the cry of us sinners, / 

But in your goodness come speedily to help us 

Who call on you in faith. / 

Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, / 

O Theotokos, // 

For you always protect those who honor you. 

 

Psalm 51 

Reader:   Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only, have I 

sinned, and done that which is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified in Your sentence and 

blameless in Your judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sins did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my 

secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow. Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones which You have broken rejoice. Hide Your 

face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 

new and right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy 

Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
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Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. Deliver me from 

blood-guiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of Your 

deliverance. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You have no 

delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, You would not be pleased. The sacrifice 

acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Do good to Zion in Your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, then You will delight in 

a sacrifice of righteousness, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be 

offered on Your altar. 

 

 

The Magnificat 

Priest:  The Theotokos and the Mother of the Light, let us honor and magnify in song! 

People:  More honorable than the cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the seraphim! 

Without defilement you gave birth to God the Word.  True Theotokos, we magnify you!   

Reader:   My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! For He has regarded the 

lowliness of His handmaiden.  For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. For 

He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.  And His mercy is on 

those who fear Him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with His arm, He has 

scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has put down the mighty from their 

thrones and exalted those of low degree. He has filled the hungry with good things and the rich 

He has sent empty away. He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy, as He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his posterity forever!  

People:  More honorable than the cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the seraphim! 

Without defilement you gave birth to God the Word.  True Theotokos, we magnify you!   

 

 

 

The Reading of the Holy Gospel 

Deacon:  And that we may be accounted worthy of hearing the Holy Gospel, let us pray to the Lord God. 

People:  Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.  

Deacon:  Wisdom, Let us attend! Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest:  Peace be unto all. 

People:  And to your spirit. 

Priest:  The reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.   

People:  Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 

Deacon:  Let us attend! 
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(Luke 1:39-49, 56) 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a city of Judah, and she 

entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of 

Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and she 

exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb! And why is this granted me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, 

when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy. And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the 

Lord." And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. For behold, henceforth all generations will 

call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.” And 

Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her home.  

People:  Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Litany of Supplication 

Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great goodness, we pray you, hear us and have 

mercy. 

People: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Deacon: Again we pray for our Metropolitan, His Beatitude, Metropolitan NAME, for our bishop, His 

Grace (Eminence), Bishop (Archbishop) NAME, for priests, deacons, monks and nuns, and for 

all our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

People: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Deacon: Again we pray for this country, its president, civil authorities, and armed forces everywhere. 

People: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Deacon: Again we pray that the Lord God will hear the voice of supplication of us sinners and have 

mercy on us. 

People: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Priest: Hear us, O God our Savior, Hope of all the ends of the earth, and of those who travel far off upon 

the sea; and show mercy, show mercy, O Master, upon us sinners and be merciful unto us: For 

you are a merciful God, who loves mankind, and to you we send up glory, to the Father and to 

the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

People:       Amen. 
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A Prayer of Intercession 

Deacon: Let us pray to the most holy Theotokos. 

People: Most holy Theotokos, save us! 

Priest: O Mother of God, our queen and our hope, the refuge of the abandoned and the intercessor for 

those who have gone astray; the joy of all who sorrow and the protectress of the needy; you see 

our poverty, our affliction and misery. Help us who are weak; feed us who are hungry; intercede 

for us with your Son and our God, and may He deal with us as He pleases. For we have no other 

hope, no other intercessor, no other consolation except you, O Virgin Theotokos. Protect us 

beneath your veil, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 

 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon: Wisdom.   

Priest:  Most holy Theotokos, save us! 

People: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, 

without defilement you gave birth to God the Word, true Theotokos, we magnify you. 

Priest:     Glory to you, O Christ, our God and our Hope, glory to you. 

People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Father, bless. 

Priest: May Christ our True God [and here are added the customary intercessions] have mercy on us and 

save us, for He is good and loves mankind. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 


